
Vito’s Chocolate, Wine Dinner
Vito’s by the Water, 1936 Blue Hills Ave.

Extension, Windsor, hosts a wine and
chocolate dinner at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 27.
Each course will feature chocolate as
a primary ingredient, paired with
Emiliana wine from Chile. Cost is
$60 plus tax and gratuity.
Information at 860-285-8660
and vitosct.com.

Free Pampering
Get pampered Thursday at L’Occitane’s free pre-Valentine’s

Day party featuring complimentary hand massages, mini-facials
and fragrance layering, along with refreshments and treats. You’ll
also get a free gift with a purchase of $49 or more. Stores in

Westfarms mall and Evergreen Walk in South Windsor are participating. Find
more deals at courant.com/savvyshopper.

KORKY VANN’S DEAL OF THE DAY

COURANT.COM/FEATURES
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Filer
Pays For
Blunder
By IRS

W
hen a taxpayer
makes amistake
on a federal tax
return, the

taxpayer pays for it.When the
taxpayer pays and the IRS then
makes amistake, the taxpayer
still pays.

That, says Jill Price, of
Newington, is her takeaway
fromher 2011tax returns, a
1040 gone badwhenher tax
preparer entered an amount as
$1,000 instead of $10,000.

The IRS spotted the error
and told Price she owed$3,667
plus $111.53 in interest. Both
amountswere paid, Price said,
and returnedwith amended
forms. The checkswere
cashed inApril 2013. In
September, days before the
government shutdown, she
said, the IRS contacted her
again to request payment.

BOTTOM LINE

BOTTOM LINE, D3

t Send your consumer issues,
triumphs, questions and tips
to the contact information
below. For daily updates,
please bookmark the blog
(and leave your comments).
t TBL Blog
(and past columns):
www.courant.com/tbl
t Email:
khunt@courant.com
t Twitter: @kebhunt
t Phone: 860-241-6455

KEVIN HUNT
khunt@courant.com

D
ancingwasAllison Schulnik’s first
love. She did it as a child but then
gave it up. Butwhen shewent to
art school, she found away to

dance again.
“Animation is the perfectmarriage of

dancing and painting,” she said.
Schulnik rejected contemporary trends in

mesmerizing, combining anthromorphic
flowers,misshapen animals,macabre
characterswhohave no faces orwhose faces
morph into different shapes and objects, and
moodymusic.HieronymousBosch is one
artistwhomshe admires andwho
influenced her, and it shows.

An exhibit of Schulnik’swork is on
exhibit now in theMATRIXgallery at

computer animation in favor of experimental
stop-motion claymation,which conveyed
balleticmovement theway shewanted, and
appealed to her sense of texture.

It’s time-consuming but satisfying. “I have
to set up all the figures and shoot a frame, and
thenmove themall and shoot another frame,”
she said. Film goes at 24 frames per second. It
takes about a year for Schulnik tomake a
five-minute film,workingmostly alone.

Schulnik’s films “Mound” and “Eager” are

Claymation Takes The Spotlight
By SUSAN DUNNE

sdunne@courant.com

WADSWORTH ATHENEUM EXHIBIT

Artist’s Show Highlights Old-Fashioned Stop-Motion Animation

SCHULNIK, D3

‘PURPLE
POS-
SUM
Cat" by
Allison
Schulnik.

I
magine someone
making a documentary
about “men in jazz” or
“men in art.” The
absurdity of the idea is
obvious: There’s too

much to cram into a focused
narrative.Where to start?

But “TheGirls in theBand,” a
documentary film about
pioneering female jazz
musicians, tells a story that
manymusic fans don’t know.
The filmopens at Real ArtWays
inHartford onFeb.14, and the
opening-night screeningwill be
followed by a performance of
theMaryDiPaolo PianoTrio.

That therewere seemingly so
few female jazzmusicians
drives home the stifling sexism
in theworld of jazz and the field
ofmusic in general, but also in
America as awhole. Jazz,with
its improvisation and
group-playing,may often serve
as a convenientmetaphor for
the values of democracy,
equality and freedom, but that
doesn’tmean that jazzmen
weren’t as blinkered by gender
prejudice as anyone else at the
time. Jazz, like rock,was often
thought of as a realmof
testosterone andmale swagger.

As it happens, there have
beenmany influential female
jazzmusicians—band leaders,
soloists and composers, such
names asMaryLouWilliams,
Lil Armstrong,Marian
McPartland,Hazel Scott and

‘GIRLS IN
THE BAND’
Documentary Film About Pioneering
Female Jazz Musicians Plays Real Art Ways

By JOHN ADAMIAN | jadamian@ctnow.com

WOMEN OF JAZZ

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
“THE GIRLS IN THE BAND”

International
Sweethearts of Rhythm

Melba Liston

JAZZ, D2

OnNewsstands Now!
HEALTHY SWEETS ■ WINTER OLYMPICS ■ DINING

HEALTHY SWEETS ■ WINTER OLYMPICS ■ DINING

H
av

en
L
iv
in
g
■

Feb
ru

a
ry

2
0
14

P
u

b
lic

at
io

n
 D

at
e:

 
02

/1
1/

20
14

A
d 

N
um

be
r:

 

In
se

rt
io

n 
N

um
be

r:
 

S
iz

e:
 

C
ol

or
 T

yp
e:

 

C
lie

nt
 N

am
e:

A
dv

er
tis

er
: 

S
ec

tio
n/

P
ag

e/
Z

on
e:

 
L

IV
IN

G
/D

00
1/

2

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n:

 

T
h

is
 E

-S
h

ee
t 

co
n

fi
rm

s 
th

at
 t

h
e 

ad
 a

p
p

ea
re

d
 in

 T
h

e 
H

ar
tf

o
rd

 C
o

u
ra

n
t 

o
n

 t
h

e 
d

at
e 

an
d

 p
ag

e 
in

d
ic

at
ed

. Y
o

u
 m

ay
 n

o
t 

cr
ea

te
 d

er
iv

at
iv

e 
w

o
rk

s,
 o

r 
in

 a
n

y 
w

ay
 e

xp
lo

it
 o

r 
re

p
u

rp
o

se
 a

n
y 

co
n

te
n

t 
d

is
p

la
ye

d
 o

r 
co

n
ta

in
ed

 o
n

 t
h

e 
e-

te
ar

sh
ee

t.



THE HARTFORD COURANT TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2014 D3

DEAR AMY: I ama 21-year-old guy and
best friendswith a high school buddy.

He started dating awomanwhowas
giving us a lot of headaches because she
was sleepingwith people in our group of
friends and lying about it.Hewent full
gusto into the relationship and completely

abandonedme.
Fast forward a few

months.He apologized
for tossingme to the curb
and said itwouldn’t
happen again.Wemoved
on. Recently though,we
met a newwoman, and I
could tell therewas a
similar attraction.

Thiswoman, however,
was engaged. “Perfect,” I

thought, but three days later shewas
suddenly no longer engaged, andmy
friendhad a newgirlfriend.

Nowweonly hang outwhenhis
girlfriend is busy.My friend also becomes
somewhat of a tool aroundher.

Is it fair forme to feel slightly insulted,
and am I being reasonable in telling him
to get his act together and balance the
friendship?

— FRUSTRATED

ASK AMY

t “Ask Amy” is written by Amy
Dickinson. You can send questions to
askamy@tribune.com or by mail to:
Ask Amy, Chicago Tribune, TT500, 435 N.
Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611.

DEAR FRUSTRATED:Manypeople your
age struggle tomake a friendship
transition. It’s a challenge to be expected
to automaticallymove to the back seat as
main squeezes (and later spouses and
kids) assume a central role in a friend’s
life.

However, this transition ismore easily
madewhen both parties honor the
friendship and continue tomake time for
each other. This is achievable, except
when one person is a tool and the other is
feeling judgy andwounded.

Try to communicatewith himabout
this. But rather than expecting anything
radically different fromhim in the future,
you should nowassume that this
friendship is nowa friendshift.

DEAR AMY: “Disabled andDistressed”
faced themadness of a fellowparent
always parking in the “handicap” spot at
her child’s day care.

Because the schoolwouldn’t do
anything I agree that the police should be
called. But please, do not call 911over
something like this—only the
nonemergency number. Emergency
workers have enough to do.

— FIRST RESPONDER

DEAR RESPONDER: Absolutely. Thank
you.

ASK AMY

Girlfriend Alters
Bromance

ARIES (March 21-April 19): A call for
support and unity might bring you in
contact with someone who can help you
solve a problem.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): It’s
impossible to break new ground when
you’re held back by relentless pressure to
conform. Learn a lesson by paying attention
to the subjects that bring on disapproval
and criticism.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You can’t go
wrong if you make it a habit to be
compassionate and generous.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You may be
hardhearted when dealing with money, but
you can afford to be compassionate toward
people.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t let a minor
misunderstanding drive a wedge between
you and a loved one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Think things
through before acting and remain focused

on achieving long-term security.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Friendliness
overcomes hostility and thaws the chilliest
reception.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Those who
make executive decisions under the current
celestial lineup might hear petty
complaints.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): There’s
a high potential for business
misunderstandings, so tread carefully.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You may
be tempted to say or do something you
won’t be proud of in the morning.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Focus on
developing strong working relationships.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Use your
attractiveness to create a favorable
impression.

IF FEB. 11 IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: Your
confidence levels run high during the
upcoming 6-8 weeks. Hang tight until April,
when you can make shrewd business and
financial decisions or changes and when a
new love interest could become an
important factor.

HOROSCOPE

By JERALDINE SAUNDERS
Tribune Content Agency

LiVING

Watchthis:Tuesday
“Killer Women” (10 p.m.,
ABC):Molly (Tricia Helfer)
investigates themurder of a
famous basketball player in
his own home. Dan (Marc
Blucas) gets a tip that leads
him to an unlikely suspect.
Becca (MartaMilans) has
some big news for Billy (Mi-
chael Trucco) and plans to
share it with him on a date
night in the new episode “In
and Out.” Alex Fernandez
also stars.

“NCIS” (8 p.m., CBS):While Tony (MichaelWeatherly) chases down leads in Isra-
el in hopes of locating Ziva (Cote de Pablo), Gibbs (MarkHarmon) and the rest of
the team continue their search for Parsa and his expanding terrorist ring in “Past,
Present and Future.” Joe Spano reprises his guest role as senior FBI agent T.C. For-
nell; Marina Sirtis (“Star Trek: TheNext Generation”) also guest stars.

“Pretty Little Liars” (8 p.m., 10 p.m., Family): As Spencer (Troian Bellisario) con-
tinues her search for the truth about Ali (Sasha Pieterse), the lack of sleep and the
pill popping begin to take their toll, plunging her into the black-and-white world
of a 1940s film noir. Can the secret to the puzzle be found here? LucyHale, Ashley
Benson and ShayMitchell also star in the new episode “Shadow Play.”

“The Goldbergs” (9 p.m., ABC): The Kremps, a seemingly perfect all-American
family, move into the Goldbergs’ neighborhood in this episode.When they fail
to respond to Beverly’s (WendiMcLendon-Covey) invitation to a barbecue, she
presses the issue, andwhat happens at the get-together surprises everyone in “The
Kremps.” TomCavanagh (“Ed”) and Jennifer Irwin guest star.

“Trophy Wife” (9:31 p.m., ABC): Jackie (MichaelaWatkins) crashes Pete and
Kate’s (BradleyWhitford,Malin Akerman) party and hits it off with one of Pete’s
co-workers (guest star Nat Faxon). This makes Pete uncomfortable at first, but
when it looks as if there’s a relationship starting, he and Kate both try to help it
along by double-dating with them.

“100 Days of Summer” (10 p.m., Bravo): A round of golf with Vince and Lonnie
helps Ray recover from his mother’s funeral. Pascale enjoys success with her jew-
elry line. Jay seeks the perfect surrogate for his baby plans. Taramust make a deci-
sion about her own future when she learns Vince and his girlfriend aremoving in
together in the new episode “Kosher Kimchi Baby.”

TALK SHOWS

“Conan” (11 p.m.12:30 a.m., TBS): Actress Aubrey Plaza; actor Joel Kinnamon;
musicians Toni Braxton and Kenny “Babyface” Edmonds.*
“Late Show With David Letterman” (11:35 p.m., CBS): Actress Scarlett Johans-
son; John Grant performs.*
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” (11:35 p.m., ABC): Actor Gary Oldman; Crosses performs.*

More online: Customize yourTV listings and getmoreTV
news atZap2it.com

* Subject to change

Price hired an accountantwho, in a call to
the IRS,was told the checks indeed arrived
but the amended forms did not.

“If they had the checks, then they should
have the original paperwork,” Pricewrote in
a letter to the IRS, “and it had to be
misplaced because Iwould notmail two
checks in an envelopewithout the
paperwork.”

The accountant re-filed the forms. For
that, Price paid him$295.66. The fee pushed
Price’s injusticemeter.

“It’smy feeling that thingsmust have
been chaotic at the IRS (with the impending
shutdown), therefore the error,” she said.

Shewanted the IRS to pay the $295.66, an
effort, if successful, thatwould have ranked

among the great taxpayer conquests of the
past decade. The IRS,when contacted by
TheBottomLine, acknowledged that once
paperwork andpayment arrive they are
immediately separated—a system that
might explainwhy one but not the other
might get lost.

Price had fewoptions. TBL suggested the
taxpayer advocate’s office inHarford
(860-756-4555). In this case,when the IRS
wanted amended forms re-sent, the best
advice is do it yourselfwhenever possible:
Ask the tax preparer for copies of the
amended formandmail them to the IRS.

Thenhope it doesn’t get lost.
A fewother tax survival tips for 2014:

t You should keep all tax records for six
years, but if you’vemisplaced a year (or two)
you can nowdownload them from the new
IRSGetTranscript service
(1.usa.gov/1m58zlg). For thosewhodon’t
have Internet access, call 800-908-9946.

t Earned IncomeTaxCredit: The IRS says
25 percent of people eligible for this credit
for low-incomeworkers do not take it
because they don’t knowabout it. You can
earn up to $51,567 and still qualify. Don’t
miss this credit, which can add thousands to
a refund.

Information: 1.usa.gov/1be9rC4.
t For students: Check to see if you’re
eligible for theAmericanOpportunity
Credit ($2,500) or theLifetimeLearning
Credit ($2,000). You can claimone, but not
both, in one year.

Deductions for tuition and fees can
reduce taxable incomeby asmuch as
$4,000, even if you don’t use ScheduleA to
itemize deductions.

Likewise, you don’t have to itemize to
deduct student-loan interest.

Information on credits and deductions
for students: 1.usa.gov/1gZUZyZ.

t Taxpayerswith incomes of $58,000 or
less are eligible for free tax-preparation
software from the14 participating Free File
companies.More than 40million taxpayers
have used the service since it arrived 2003.
Visit IRS.gov/freefile.
t The IRS started processing returns Jan.
31. If you’re expecting a refund andwant it
quickly, file early, file electronically and
request a direct-deposit refund.
t IRS-trained volunteers provide free
tax-preparation assistance for low-income
and elderly taxpayers through theVolunteer
IncomeAssistance program.Help in
Hartford, for example, is available at the
YWCA, theHartford Public Library on
Main Street, theUrbanLeague ofGreater
Hartford and theUpperAlbany
NeighborhoodCollaborative. Some sites
require an appointment.

Information: irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep,
800-906-9887.

Bottom Line
Continued from Page D1

WadsworthAtheneum inHartford.
Schulnik carefully plans out the

storyboarding and animatics, butwhen she
begins tomake the film, she leaves things
loose. “Iwant an organic, freeformballet,”
she said.

The exhibit features the two films, in
addition to porcelain sculptures, drawings,
gouaches and paintings inspired by the

same aesthetic. To display them, the
MATRIXgallery has been transformed into
a space resembling an old-fashioned parlor.
Picture a grannywith avant-garde tastes.
Schulnik painted thewallpapery pattern on
the tan-and-redwalls herself. She chose
ornate sculpture pedestals and picture
frames from theAtheneum’s collection,
which are intentionally left dusty and even
chipped.

“Theywerewalkingme around the
museumand I saw these pedestals and I
loved them. I said, ‘Can I have them?’ ” she
said. “So they foundmemore.” She added

that they remindedher of a scene in the1985
movie “Return toOz,” inwhichDorothy
enters a parlor filledwith unusual objects on
ornate pedestals.

The unusual objects— a purple cat that
looks like an opossum, awhite fox, gnomes,
a golden bear, shells— sit outside the video
projection area,which is blocked off from
the gallery by a sumptuous gold-fringed red
curtain borrowed fromHartford Stage. “I’m
creating a sanctuary for the characters in the
film,” she said. “They are the guards
protecting the theater space.”

PattiHickson, EmilyHall Tremaine

Curator of ContemporaryArt, said
Schulnik’s showkicks off a four-part series
ofMATRIXworks byLosAngeles artists.
RubenOchoa opens on June 5, Frohawk
TwoFeathers onOct. 2, andMichael
McMillen early next year.

ALLISON SCHULNIK: MATRIX 168
will be at the Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art, 600 Main St. in Hartford,
until Sunday, May 4. Details, hours and
admission: http://www.the
wadsworth.org.

Schulnik
Continued from Page D1

PHOTOS BY ALLISON SCHULNIK

A SHORT FILM titled "Mound" is shown as part of the Allison Schulnik exhibit, which is part of the MATRIX series at the Wadsworth Atheneum.‘SHELL NO. 3’ by Allison Schulnik.
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