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ThThat’s	right,	there	is	great	art	in	Kansas	City.	Let	me	start	by	saying	that	I	am	no	stranger	to	the	region.	I	grew	
up	in	Kansas	(leaving	off	the	“City”	on	purpose,	for	those	scklers	for	geography),	and	since	leaving	it	behind	
for	college	15	years	ago,	a	lot	has	changed.	For	example,	the	suburbs	have	grown	beyond	belief,	the	downtown	
area	is	no	longer	a	place	you	go	to	get	shot,	and	you	can	eat	excellent	food	that	isn’t	BBQ.	Although	I	don’t	
know	why	you	would	do	the	laer.	But	more	importantly	to	you,	a	reader	of	this	blog	and	I	assume	an	art	
lover,	KC	has	a	robust	and	connually	growing	art	scene.	I	only	got	a	taste	during	my	recent	visit,	but	figured	
thethere	was	more	than	enough	to	share.	I	was	fortunate	enough	to	stop	by	the	Nerman	Museum,	Dolphin	
Gallery,	Bill	Brady	Gallery,	and	Plug	Projects,	places	I	would	consider	“Must-Sees”	while	vising	the	city.	-	Drew	
Katz,	Associate	Publisher	(And	Kansas	Nave)

Aside	from	the	long-running	Nelson-Atkins	and	Kemper	Contemporary	Art	Museum,	newer	instuons	like	the	
Nerman	Museum	of	Contemporary	Art	in	Johnson	County,	KS,	have	really	impressed	me	over	its	very	brief	
history.	It’s	worth	the	trip	out	to	the	‘burbs	because	the	Nerman	has	its	finger	on	the	pulse.	Thanks	to	Bruce	
Hartman,	Museum	Director,	and	donaons	by	Mar	and	Tony	Oppenheimer,	if	you	want	to	see	what’s	relevant	
now	in	the	contemporary	art	scene	(regionally	and	naonally	speaking),	and	perhaps	even	the	future,	this	is	
the	best	place	around.	By	the	way,	it’s	a	beauful	building	that	happened	to	land	on	the	edge	of	the	stark	and	
once	emonce	empty	landscape	surrounding	the	Johnson	County	Community	College	campus.	Yes,	I	may	have	aended	
a	few	art	and	tennis	camps	at	“JCCC”	as	a	pre-teen,	and	no,	the	Nerman	was	not	there	to	inspire	at	the	
me…But	I	digress.	While	the	museum	is	only	about	6	years	old,	it’s	currently	celebrang	the	20th	year	
anniversary	of	the	Oppenheimer	Collecon,	the	foundaon	of	the	Nerman	permanent	collecon.
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