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KRiS KUES

An inherent patience and determination

is needed to complete a mixed-media
assemblage in the mode of Kris Kuksi. First,
the dogged global search for the perfect
mingature collectible pieces, whether on
the streets of Singapore or a flea market

in Viechtach, Germany. Second, you must
have this yearning to build something, to
gather all the knowledge and practice you
channeled with Legoes as a child and apply
this to your new found place amongst the
finest mixed-media assemblers in fine art
today. And third, you may have to bunker
down in Hays, Kansas, at least for the

Evan Pricco: As a kid, did you build
siaged scenes with your Legos, Gl
Joes, Micro Machines?

Kris Kuksi: Oh yes, | was a

freak about Legos, building and
comibening tham, creating crazy
spaceships and casties, | also built
diaramas for my action figures
that included using bricks from a
dilapidated barn. | even built small
shrines for dead animals | would
find out in the trees around my
grandma’s house, | was constanthy
building and making drawings of
my fantasy words.

Have you always been organized,
or af least had inleresting
organizational tendencies?

Organized in the sense that | know
what | need for each piece I'm

working on and where (o find it
Online ordering has become an
instant locator for those items I'm

You wore/are a painter, but thesa
elaborate pleces gt all tha
attention. How did these pisces
bacoma tha focal point of your
output, and do you still incorporate
paintings into your shows 1o
coincide with the sculptures?

In 2006 | was showing at the
Linsage Gallery in Philadelphia.
Thres major sculptunes weng
displayed and sold rapidly. Than
| made some more and showed
them, and they sold rapidly. Since
then | have sold (nearty) evary

foreseable future, as you build a mini-empire
of ornate and assembed pieces.

Kris Kuksi has completed these tasks as he
embarks on a solo show at Joshua Liner
Gallery in New York City this fall (as well as
being part of a group show at the Shooting
Gallery). Commissions from major colletors
have been allocated, the prospect of a sold-
out show is expected, and only one question
remains: Where in their home does a
collector put a 10-foot long assemblage from

Kris Kuksl? —vem priceo

one I've made. Apparently, the
sculptures have an appeal that

"wows” viewers and collactors

alika, | think it has to do with the
dimensional effect because thay
are like small worlds that you can
spend a bong time explorng. But
painting is still a wonderful thing; it
has just bacoma mone sxclusiva. |
continua to savar my time painting
for mysalf during quiet times,

Ane you happy that poopse
ended up really appreciating the
sculptures even though you had
been a painterT Was there ever
a point whare you sald, =l wish |
coubd just paint all day instead™?

Yes, | am very happy. In doing these
sculptures, | realized how much |
enjoy them and discoverad that |
am indesd more of a bullder than
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a painter. | do love to paint and I'm
not at all troubled by tha SUCCAES
of these assemblages; howaver,
painting can be at times more of

a strugghe. In fact, | have golen

$0 frustrated at times that | have
destroyed them. Thera have been a
few nice works | ran my fist through
or avan fom from cormar to cormar
aff the stretcher. Kukei's rage!

How do you nefer 1o your work?
As sculpture? | don'l want 1o keep
calling il sculpture i you refer to it
differently.

| call tham mixed-media
assembiages. | think that best
describes it in a nutshell. Mot too
vague, not too specific or "post-
cataclysmic landscapes in 3-DI°
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be stealing from old, Garman, flaa
market merchants, kids!™)

Dot each country or region that
you gel peces from have cerain
charactoristics thal the average
person may nol know? For
Instance, what makes Singapore a
gold mine for you?

The East just has the coolest stuff.
This is, mest often, where | can find
the really rare and out-of-production
collectables. Singapons has these
highiy detailed littie animal figurines
that blow my mind, and tha mora
realistic the battar, It s actually
overdue for a visit to the East. |
think neo yaar I'l take a vacation
there and splurge.

How long does it tlake to complete
& pieca?

The process, again, includes a

lot of impravisation, and it can go
vary quickly depending on if | have
everything | nead right thera in tha
studio. | collect as | go, 5o perhaps
mire time IS spent in just eoking
scavenging/scrounging for the
materials. A major phece around 3-
by-3 fewt can take aboul two weeks
when working at a casual pace. At
times, though, | have had o bang
out a plece in just two days, which
gives one just a glimpse at the kind
of drive that exists when creating.

You live in Hays, Kansas. You
mentioned that the local model
shop ownar has had overseas
collaagues say to him, “Wha in the
hell in Hays, Kansas, is ordering 40
phiscés Oof this rare igurina?™ But
you make it seem like an advantago
o living in a mone isolatod place,
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In myy expensence it really doesn't
matter where | live. What

matiers s the accessibility and
resourcefuiness nesded to gat

the items, if | can have them all
daliverad to Hays, Kansas, then,
what the hell? Yeah, | am constantly
draining the local moded railroad
suppliers of their inventory, But | like
to think of it as a partnership with
the minkature hobbyist and model
buillder who sustains the industry.

| really anjoy that | hane reballsd
against the bedief that to “make it™
o must ive in a thriving an city.
A5 long as my work is shown in
these cities | really don't need to
ba an inhabitant. Fortunately, the
connaction to buyers and collectors
has never sasmed to affect my
location, Traveling aften within the
yiar is helphul. So planas, emdail,
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and the beloved postal service
maintains my mesidence in the flat,
barren wilderness of Hays, Kansas,

And then you go to other cities like
Prague and Bedin, and really enjoy
getting the chance to soak in the
cartain architectures and Tealing of
those cities, Yau get bath the push
and pull of Bving in an salated
place but then taking in these
otherworldly places and infusing
that nlo your work.

Yes. Well, it one believes in past
lives, | have cartainky baan in
Eastem Europe back in the day (of
architectural renaigsance). There
i3 something about the historical
design and symmatry of anceent
Fome and the barogue era that
really stirs my soul. And | bring that
insparation all the way back to Hays

: “OH, IF I WERE ONLY AN INCH TALL,
I'D LIVE IN MY SCULPTURES AND
ALL WOULD BE BLISS”

{pexge 102 and go bonkers with new work You mentioned something of nearly 11 feet and over 6 feat in
Marw Divinity interesting about seeing refineries  haight, the show will showcase the
M e Have you ever thought about in that they look like “strange largest sculptune | have done, It is a
Wra mioving 1o Pragua or Barfin? Or cities.” You have to see a lot of that  grand and awesome expression of
2007 would that just be inspiration i Kansas | would assume. my vision. In addition, | hive a low
overioad? ather collectors after my work from
(page 103 There are a few huge refineries all walks of life: rock stars, famous
Lunetic Lander | spent about three and half months  neary whena | grew up that ane athletes, European aristocrats, and
Mied-media in Berlin las! year, I was a greal a part of that industrial, desigred your average wealthy Joa Schmoe.
1Frios el piace to get creative; the beer world that | admine. So take my love
2008 and cheess were awesome, not for the harmony and flowing grace  Oh, if | were only an inch tall, I'd
to mention the Turkish culsine, of baroque and combine it with Trwe in my sculptures and all would
s and | think studentenfutter is a the rigid, linear construct of piping,  be bliss.
Church Temk Type SA great weight-loss plan for anyone  trusses and oxygen tanks, and
Mot nmslag inerested. Prague is amazing, too;  you've got a Kulksi, =
Frirzio somehow the architecture makes
2007 me feel like a kid again. Traveling How ks the Liner show preparation  For more information about Kris
is great for the soul, but | think coming along? Kuksi, contact Kuksi.com,
litthe fings in faraway places are
enough to sustain my imagination. | am trying new subjects, getting
| suppose more often than not is In touch with classical art and
better—Ewops once a year keeps  exploring satire and social
the doldrimes away. statemants. With an ovaerall langth



