=

o

= ¥ lr; . . : " -r . *. - > | 3 .
Sesveresasnsvasne ‘i?'.&ﬁi.* . L AR N R l_r-_!}f! "
: o Eu et

1
- -
- .

'pnrtrait of the artist, bob roberts’
oll on canvas, 72"x36", 2008 | Shawn Barber | www.sdbarber.com




KNew aim 100, He ps

e used to work down
& @ om tht:“i""" 10 the
o ”----.;n 3 switchblade
» : A ﬂﬁ, E-'" O t hﬁ” A0 NceH

1':"1 _%-_:R*“& “ \ thm. P Used

Ao | ) h s 10,80 o the tattoo § . me do* tt
hrown QUL Gl em 1 *mber tQ bemgl ﬁ
% s are ﬁ_ @ that was n the bhack el véars. |
T e E ¢ mmem*u JACk There
- _ u‘# 1 my first tattoo bewng put on.
: "; i., | _;,, probably aboul nine. They
3 :' . were al - ng On Qrange ciates and this Fi T K
" - “guy was get mg thm e ‘1;._""‘ on his backs | dldn ts ';*-:3. e any,mon
i | this 1 c«‘t hag “v'wﬂ-r know. "‘”"’ 'ﬁ
Suy’ ’h ck anﬂ | ' maan afier every i saw alh a‘r ¥
" .*-was st f.npp ag | ,% Wt: this | saw pr
w and they didn’tthrow me out There usec
| s Ltemember asking the guy what here" caﬂ
. - 1.5 1 J;tﬁ He was a good ol” southern pmﬁfam ' the
S A _tﬂé;ﬁ,,sai I0W? And he goes, “it feels jUS‘t And. 1"us ’
ety e Tk Mébadys running a piece of ice R&B" sh
Cro: tback.” I'l never forget that, Ch@'éé.
But ther used to go from there to.., They all'tha
vf _;;_ h\f& burlesque shows dowh haag'
';n Gﬂuldn‘t get in so | just used to 0. e
pq&ers 1 found one where |

§
., =

1 -": aly r

| L L4 i "
: T L] S
hl_ ¥ | ¢ " i

- K ' : 1 i [ | .‘.--g-' . : . -|. .i "~ g0t _-_. -: - :; - L = .
. . #1"' o . 2 <y CAl¥Y b h. "_'i'ﬂ-" (o LY :
- ‘ 1"“ B = e q = L ol P ‘-\"' 'hﬁ: . _fll..._ el 5, "l i
[ #’: - = E - - { i | _:l!-ﬂ"‘— —|_I1_ J | & K]
i v SN 2 1 m i;jt” ns w

- %Uch r_““ -L}J'E':”FI I 11‘5!0 aﬂ t
e uﬁ i to piay S3 488 ”uﬁgmq-@
€ '-.';_h"'$f= }’OU KROW, J.—;Ed 0




L

& ‘. '_." ‘ i
1lﬁm%m 2?1
0 g s{:hael Giris muncin

L]
E)
*1 -

guys cmlng out hera, rlght?

-

4 - i i -

CAl ¥ -
. =

And Miles, | never saw Miles but they ay his horn was like a
voice? s TR LR

Istand well I *-;
of the girls that hung are s Bt
& hung around, e, ne \ P i rio:
k Denver. So het t& F '

1..-'-

‘l;.

22 yea{s. | - I,I_;'_..J:‘: - ' I : ?_

Did you pa n‘g';?“dscapes or portraits, or what type of painting

That was the 60s too, right? 1 mean you're talking about the

Byrds, then you're talking about ‘662

Psychedelic stuff was coming into being then?

Did you settje on the sax?




away nov
a band call
Y&, we had o
$et§,a Mgh
X mworkm
_ '. De:! 81 paying

*ﬂf mavonn__; e
11(. play four h-. o)
15 bucks a nigh al ©. vou know. |
1 week, This was tha way,gnu knuw?l Yea
. ad. If | saved that $60 limp-ass loop-de-log
QUCKS & we ! nd it, | could pay my st agle

M'uch Wi 15 the most consistent

Hhat.i | VAArS ot“playm@h*nusm

30 at this tla-n-' | =0 d 10b "1""1d IjUSt thOUEﬁ& r :

3 i—ﬁceuld alway ;-‘-a"'.-‘*. jab on an assembly’ line glumg ‘Yeah *But ﬁ@ﬁ Lﬁrdered sonwstuff mrﬁ Spaulding. | wasn't giving
5 -.'ﬂ_g Xhe he.ads on french ticklers, you know2¥Laughs) | 1 SIJJI bekt?d-fatﬁﬁe swap meet bac&qhem,sa ‘“UH‘ 3 the summer
though Imtght he ,_,:H«:-. ¥ *1‘13Lbecauselkmd of khow J,_,rson that had E‘f'i'?- C | m where they ¢
. Saadl | might have a flair for tl‘rat you -i' cept he: ',i: nam,e BO aw-at th
1 f g maw’? [ had been in the mml order business *andwe 1 ' us s‘%}oked a bunch Uf ma i
R T 'used 10 make 3 fi}l“h"i'!f‘* alledtthe Freeman Bovine: me!ﬁ?oﬁ'ﬂr atgout 50 xards away s W g
S Aftificial Vagina and we sold duite a'fow of those. R R A N S S
" Then we had M th ing . called the Aquaiaf'dr.- g2 b '
ILWBS a water aevice for IHE‘F‘I and we sold H%BEI ',
25,000 of those. ’“-;"Gi..! would hook it.up te thasﬁig
fan‘él iLwould spray water on you. Of course, lt-cam&** S
- with ning, DANGER! nw ht cause ejacu!atﬁonn 2
201 idea of, “Geez, If | ‘have.to do
®ei "m':e‘;,.-- here, | G{buld work for my
hap meet.” | hated that.

4- e e
L "‘17

}.-

L -

————A e
Y

e
L= -

Sir st ff»hke “Fuqk |could d@ better the
'3 5l g _go, f‘How “much you want
”$150 & tbou_ ;

S i
2 - i o

| i ) . LY, |
O D YWAO LAV = -7 WX 1,
e e - = o i o ! P
=i F il Py _— g - S Y - r b=y ..'.I. ___r." s A
" . i 2 . N e _ ‘.; y
e vy and | Saw.a 1rie g
T & & 2 = ', L : o
= = i - |
" P - i e s b
ki £t o Y | il i - 4 i
I-. & 0 o iR = = I
] o ". b
L

I-r."",
A
wlf

. - 4
i B i
~'I.E . &, - i N I;.'_"'..‘ L-" ; . +LE1 !
ey :.._ N P ".: . .-._‘_.- o
e i W B o Wad
j&:ﬁ;ﬁﬂ?ﬁ"-u = |
3 A " - . S " 4k
et e |
W 4 g3
I 9 Tal Yy 1
F 1 &l i
?l' § e’ 11 """F | ; 5
. & - L ] .
'_' ::El'i £ 1 'y £ -
NS i L T |
¥ 2 . | ..l"l' -I : . 2 H




1 - '| i

(i OGN
him and ne
ai the Pike.
Arst official |
Gnmm s chal

E.Il"l that Sh
at ine rr.

Sam You going up to the F

I"'""

fl ';'1

Md it's a Iatolmo t’s o

iy AN

When you were doing those omg,
help?

Yeah, so then finally they gave you the job, huh?




FYEears off and ort. l 215} l-juEt' miagh&t soing to do that
WO COupie vears thﬁﬂtﬁ@ *4 yed me goes ‘h ~_'l'! ma ppointment
‘ an ~. lt“ the Pike: Ttlen*l @ﬂdEd up bﬁmg wrote, chhai‘d S’taﬁréy -Fhe}' di " : ?b AOW Whe
2 B o Pike. Then after a while of that, is. So he made the appcﬂnment and he wa
e |\ 9"* maoney and that was the fir t% ‘waiting for him? | go, “Man, why didn’t yot
* BN Uit uttmmg and Tweﬂt to Work wi ho that was?” I'm like, that's R' \go Starr, ry
o, ul '?‘iOﬂthS Thatf tiesion ,St tlmh‘. d-Go get him." So | ranout. I he we
Wa ' tattoging n like'wirat - year ﬁf came.baék aﬂd he. gtit ta‘t’t ed=and the
B 2 e - _ﬂ. P : V E e
ANC L
.:_-"; . | *-"|i' | ¥ L ¥JS _ e ', | _ “: .
A M 4 about Cliff Raverwso';i went up 'f% ___:' were they Polarolds k-
'-ii;:.‘.: | him n-for a job., And thaxﬁerefktnd of bU§y | ' o Tt
far ~he Wi Sunset there. I'm standing thy re and i{g Idan't.rememberwhat the ﬁell Lhad‘%ﬂ bunch
BRS¢ Wt to get a chanceto talkwﬂ:h him wah owalk sﬁggl Wﬂﬁ;ﬁ ' - - R, L
r‘-' = . : - Pis) a\ - X

= last =
R g
.....

e e e e T
" . 5
f I [

T A I R e P s AT - £ T

=,

b, T
’..,mn—ﬂﬁﬂ_ﬂm T e R G W R i s g — - —— i e g e T & P Lo e
& | " ]
- ‘ N oF N G

-

: Camé | and v
g m Sh Q‘E’ pa : T'-j;_.-,_: -5 |
YQU ﬁlﬁwhﬁﬂw ft,l -ﬁﬁrd """;..hl FL at -
o pTCk"Up anﬂ‘ dl'ﬁw 0 A L all

l:"!' - e ﬁ- EER | ﬂp.-.l-!q._ “-q.-m--_. -- v
=i

e | B



] - =
B N -

B}

= e e a W

!_ul_:ll

e |

1 A i, g e i
* RLE T = -
LS h" (™ o
M 2
] ‘& b e ¥ [ = 41 ni
j g BN Ly Y - i %
! N g ﬁl }'Fu- hﬁ rl”‘ “é{mh =11 ¥ k _‘
2 i ! e Flgele e el '




B 2% LA

1' "

&«

et T L .

g ¥
T Nl R Rt g T

"'1-
- ) T
. A R W gy —
Lo WL LR —l_.-."i':'.,"- 3 1

¥

i i
5 a ]
- T N r"?’"'f":'"fl-r_"."':.‘-""}?'ﬂ-_mﬁ
T

e
<l e e

e e—

B __-.u,-l.-r_

B S ————
—-ﬂhm_.---..l—”fmrr |

e e,
- - - L o R Y
I-.--—I:. s

e

{| With the switch, so you're working the
i Pike and Cliff’s, the single-needle... | mean
J know you can do it. I've seen beautiful

- you ve done and we'll get to that
‘80’s thing because that was the big
that time... You know, here in L.A.
S thing was between who was doing

W e e e iy T i W -

.-I- -
i ot aa

R . .
- el LS e R %w
L

:ﬂ—-;.m:——#:b .-.r—-'; l..-. . . it -
®

e o

writing Ed from San

r

SRR
t - i -y -l'
[ « 1] L o o [
o @ L WM g AL ;
e o il llm. A e TR Nyl e T G e, el o AR e,

r ‘I- "'h'll

i

, SO ﬂn. shw burns down and then

whﬂf?

Wi¥y o =

e 21 " .
: n . L] : > v .{‘
F E | ¥ i R
] - r C I =
A - . o ' )
. . o ! - -
il el g B L st e N . o

e

- making a name for doing
p&ople coming in for that

- e o

Lt

e
3 PI
=

= R N
= [ [

e e

e —
"

s
e
foe
i

A 4 urw"é- e L -:.-h_-t-—-r;-_-r-w'- W

e e o g i gy M e T T A T T

- a0

_l'f P e -, 2
-.1.\'...1;.:-».-.., .n..'r- e . -!"I'- h""l"'""I‘l.“"'" ﬂ" ..J"_-"?l"r"-'-r‘- mﬂﬂwﬂw-ﬁﬁm
W‘m

-q,__'.—...—l.-_m—-l- _—l B e

L

g

r T i
B A ey |
. .-I.T -..l. " o .I
® o - d LAY
o e e i -
i 3 il =
: -"r:? ™ lia '«
s L TS
y R s g .-
E |1‘. '-?_,'h i S
- = e
" L L
T T T
-.‘
§ i ]

| epﬁonai ‘role model
ti: it ﬂmshlan, or free-thh\ker let
Much love and mwact ?m' Re&erts and
the rest of the Spotﬂ‘tt F :

Right.

-Steve Boltz

-
R
- 5 . i T FLi 1_‘_.

OO AL
nil .‘-




orie” of these gigs, it was at the “mean, 1'd never nybody . in b Inﬂuence,
Club or'semething fike that ~ met was l?ke “Fuc:ﬁ;-r* ell_him anything he =~
ure - _rfﬂ 5"'“.:‘5" 0 ,? '-"-i”""'_..- up - wants to knawh =T *';i:; __.'-_ | nLH -. ."j :
‘her | didn reaHy wanna | told him, “What d do you war ’gw
d Ean're agxpotﬂtmpn*s tell you where to get sUppﬁ Sy ot in
dp your machines,’ anytm;_-; U
| ‘EﬂT e 10 fﬂwh a wm' afidA - he ined him learn: the mact ine
iﬁere 50 T:c‘ had o finish 1 ~so e put a few tattoos on. e g es. 4
e [ 4hal do you want for this?* Isg’ -
me a sheet of destgns

) M TRl .
"'l'.'! § e -: .-"5
.J'

- +'f‘ﬁr'£' y 1

|r’ ..':-'-':}_'F'r: = -.|'

it .'.;4 Ll

' F } il

S : ‘:‘.u“..
- ' 4
] i f - -L

[l

.y
.'-\.-"-'--l..-'.';H-
ALY -E#~‘='E.-*- =} P4 C
Fe AL, LI 1
-' -
s e
3 2 - e e ; :
o] . ¥ : .
E] I - .
o
L
b
% % }
B == 4

Right, right. WG '
0dy out o . Lheard that about Jamie, Ju
- s ~areal unique



-
L s R g i i I
o L |

!
- : . T
wWas tamntas!

J_'_ ' ﬁﬂ e S}Ihen b

< .I"
v En" A '-?..'- i .??4. !' T7-% ¢
e ] —-' v h r‘ l; i-, E—-t i ¥ -' - -.'." - ] "
A ; i
- | '!‘E;

H et Pam, | | Nng Pam for about thre& mﬁntﬁs
Ei Shefcame ¢ ACICISCO. l was like, “Well, | doh'ts
.-_-_\:_ ok khow. | ain't L got @ job he ‘here am | gonna go?” So| said;,
'I;_i:-"'f MBI New. York City. We 1 o what h ﬂ}pen% So | got a loft

e ‘there aiettor a 2,500 sau oot loft, Fthink ) wollnd: up payrmg
+$500 3 month, wi 1 owent up to $550 by the time et it was*a i
g lit§e Slow for a few months but once peopie found out | was there

| fbus'irtess sot hu»f | put an ad in the back of the Village Voice,
,., whlch tom DeVita got mad about. .. |

ST e
] -‘ = T 1 v

’ Ry Ny s _ e 5

b g -d L =, -3 k- RO, .

3 £ ' P - - : s .
g.‘.h_ i 5 - = § . s = -
.-".' _— i " ™ . T 1 g

f q . ."|. - L] . .

L I " \ ’

x o<

E H"- ";' Blee, .Yg'ah, And ! started doing ziaal There| Itwas.a tiunny thmg Of an

:i N T R ,things, Manhattan, of ali plades. | ':r;d s shop at 295 3rd Avenue.:
B setdRvenve, it you kept going downtown <tumed into the Bowery..

™ y-° o N & . .
s ulin ﬂf-‘...‘ . - = r ._ " g e -
' .

AN e § Ll Would gt peopie ninging my betl ‘and they dldﬁt have Hh‘
RS ap RO intment. | would go, "Yesh?” They would go; IS this atattog
+ * ;Ea,_ﬁﬁ_”}ﬁhf}pﬂ” i'd 807 “Yeah” i-'-.—"‘i.-'{ “Well, where s -Mike?"+ |'d
R Y. There's N0 Mike here. This is Bob Roberts.” * They'd say,
i A & “Qkay.” 1'd bring these pew! up and tattao em and ;he}‘{i gtr i ' "
R, : A Ry L "**Qm fthought you were Mike.” And ['d say, “No, therg

— ]

ﬂ} uwas ’the Same stree.t ‘the same address* |
Wq}we,to New York City to open up a tattoe '_ and-
~there s another tattoo shop on the ‘same street witk

asame address ~now how's that for bemg scar)ﬂ | ..yfrn.i-._ﬁ";‘_ ;
;‘ss?et anything like that up? That’s scary stuff, n "5'3".“,.,

ﬁ?ew for like three and a half yﬁarw did 39" we
;abady really knew who | was. The first Natior .. |
Newsle iter tartedcomrng out. And | an&ys liked Chinese s
- " 7 ~ﬁ. 2 :3_..'. Bl -_ "Weﬂ H'm gonna WBI’K G‘ﬁ tﬁ&S&’ £ 'T

lttle- bit better than other peeple 3
\ --_'art&dqdoﬂag‘ﬁTﬁse | found some-an n
arted d tigers busting out of the f._" 1 and | put..
g se-in, the Qeﬂslﬁtter Oh m?‘ﬁ@ i ”;‘ ext tt
g:w..., “mean l-ha‘d‘peome coming from Kentucky. And
hﬂ | did was tigers. That's what really kind o ne o
“”th&lg‘—é’cmg that, ﬂemgt@ers The thi’ng va “.'. 2
. :-"__"-'lmean all that single-need|e-stuff, you couldn't give
. that stuff away. These guys-would walk in and go, ( _‘ eaks
York accent) “l-don't care whlich ta'_-'".. get. |-
it the: one -with - the most ca}om. And that's al
r éd man That s all you gt}t to do theze.

.ﬁ

B
-
- .
I -
-
[ g
[
] " 1,
[ L B -
A - il & N
i + i B
- i L - o
= P
! i
1o A

& "-I‘..l 4] .:n.-—.‘.

&

-

a’k% éecusﬁn itade a decw*mmmr
/los * ny Jease on that place. | either had to st‘ay
ork.o r..« bWasn't gonna have a place where | W 3 2
,‘ eC aﬁam.,jﬂat was the first and Jast time | e
1 *’f- ‘ﬂﬁ th t m | . e



;hﬁi enfenads

menﬁ You .
1. ARG Ihen tNey O Cd | oy, Call WwWe CO ou g@t 5
o | v 10 Of) {;10 ‘:EOW me“ y |

I1OW, ;U ot 14 guUys a gay DISSHiE ' “Can !
the peGBlegwha wanna go in youl (oebox. Thegntﬁ?%filfg |
we go in there v ur old iaw and watch TV opler S f
You know; all of @ sudden... | tell you what man, pe

and you Know its business. They-act a certain way.

“win your sho m

Bu{ when tr?;y gome into your house ft's like E'LSLE,, ta%qpertln;ke
.. "% ¢ the asshole. "‘What’? You wanna go take aﬁ So | would never
b P yuursﬁlf a-sandwich.” You mmwnam mean
e ke thatagam. e P A

TN P . N e '- 4
.-:-! -y - = ’EEFT ._ .?;‘ __;

LT £ -rf-

lall | lost the lease ﬂﬁl ham@nyﬁm;'e to gG' | Wem

and i ved bac in with -rnyfmdmmy and daddy, mknow? I wasi
5 2 4, *\ -'fnlglal%i‘ 'm gonna buy a shop here :
. :' i"'.,_j' T:M C .: |

like si -.-Wﬂojthq and | couldn't find @
ﬁhe'ﬂ M& '-OSe was ln JtS heyday | mean

NS
. &ylookmg for place, callmg up, writing
or rent. And you would ask them, “Well how

or the place?” And they would go, “Wait! What 4
-":; iere?” That's the first thing they wanted : "';
j&gﬂ a tattoo shop.” And they'd say, “A
lell’s Angels, that ain’t. gonna work.” :-;;;
n m sle and I'm afraid to say a tattoo shop. - s
1t2 A paté shop? Oh, cheese t00?" (Laughs) A
ful, They'd ask, “What do you wanna put . !
“in % o d;f ugll 1 wanna put in an art studio.” They'd V . h i

_ H}‘a’u i".-"ri‘?'ﬂ”"’ What ind of art?” I'd say, “Well, t-shirts, and. .
this-and that. We mig 3ht do a few tattoos.” The minute they’d hear = d
‘tattoos’, i ﬁ, *;: W@ “Now” And | finally got this place, this little

age ne oi’r It was like somebody had dropped a bomb in

5 ﬂn » :

‘_*-‘;,-lﬁ e- They fihallylet me in there and | was in that garage for
* h@lfxe"afs gefere | got this place. -

w
1

LY

- Fs 18 .
§
- . r‘-.
I R = el - - u - 2
o JI ’ v ! . . n""'.-lrll- e _l_..,',}l-l‘wl-
' - . - . ,

1 : T o e !

k L]

;_-'.'." o '1 -:-.‘
r‘ i
i AR
& ; .‘
\ . Ig,?

-

. 2 S No. | worked with ewewbﬂd}f E'bf‘* for close to nine years. JUSI
Sime L Shdidn't want ro take the gamble of opening my own shop aﬂﬂ
.{ - Tur‘k!ﬁE r*'I'L Fconwehs in here, and find A4S fUCklng drled

and dead In the backroom there, you know what | mean?'Lack Bf.

at Hd to death of it. 1 had no name’. L ¢

ut not {Jut nere. But it got to a paint wher-‘ :

0p. | wanted to stay here anef‘ﬁ:wa

0o the plate, you know?sSo 4.oper m@.ﬁrﬂ
10t was like, "Holy Christ, mans%.You know, l e
tattaoing six or ":":f_,'ven peapl'e a_,ﬂ%' m th peopfe
!xnmh | was dyingover here .g.,-. - il

.."'- -l“"-u.,. -

‘&'ﬂ?’

I ¢otta ehango the tape here. Wo're at 53 e
you wanna uly?



