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ATORONTO COUPLE CALL UPOM JAN SHOWERS TO CREATE




A SERENE SETTING FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION OF ART.
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DESIGNER JAN SHOWERS'S SOPHISTICATEDSIENSIBELIT YAPPEALED

R




TO THE OWMNERS, AS DID HER FLAIR FOR DRAMA AND SCALE.




The senene gallery speos satily Cofmarts 1o
host reisical parlormanons o serled dinners
for 60. Banchaos in Joseph Nobla fabsis,

dar Chausnid O slertiss v Patnr Kolizne
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[hat, and perhaps that they are bodh exira-

arilimari |y aeco shisd, A trained |-|I.|I:I..=-|':-||

and former hospital executive with a masters in
business administration, Cecily is alzo a skilled
cquesiran and musician. Hoberl is a bormer
fighter pilod, now a businessman and artist. Keep-

ing his twi-bedroom place as thar pimary resi-

dence, they baught the lot next door and began
plans for a more accommodating second house.
Toronte architect Wavne Swoadron created a
Ii.l'lllllllli'\-lllll' B |';'.'i-:|- Arl l'||_||-:'_|':|||' _.._|-.||._-|||i|||;|._
reclilinear rigar and =ubtle Art Deco maotifs
'!!II--LI_;.!:'I HIE FII'I il li HiE= #nms |,||:|- '.|||'|||nu|.
beckon to il s ulplure-filled gardens bevand,
While guest rooms and entertaining venues
Were ||'-|;|| i s, The Bradzhaw residemes ix
a gullery as muchsas it is a house, and as such, ha

Jrarte ular criter ig. Thers was a call b ercmndir]
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THERE WAS A CALL FOR DI
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poard in Jim Thompson sk Linens and
throww [on bed), Ann Gish. Sofn, Baker,
Throw {oe sofa), Holand & &

Benjamin Moore Regal Seloct in Collngwood.

The interiors should whisper so the ant can sing.
Dallas designer Jan Showers has such a vobes, and
Cecily knew it the minute she read Showers's look
Clamorons Rooms, published in 2008, the vear
the B.rH.Jr-hﬂ.‘n:]:-EEullcurlulm'Li«lln.

Ehowers's sophisticated, contemporary sensi-
bility, combining clean lines with luxe fabrics and
L lures. .E|.|-||-f'u|.r|:| to the Bradshaws, as did her
fair for drama and scale. In a bald stroke, Showers
suggested painting the entry hall Black. 1t sets off
the glossy white of the rooms on either side.” she
SAYE, and isa |.'u.|r|-mrr1.||. visual cue o the staincase
down the hall.

Elsewhere on the ground Aoor, Showers lets the
arl take center stage. As a collecior hersall, she
savs, “When vou have good ar, that's what vou
honar. 1 thought tle pairof bangueties in the main
salon would be nice and !-illll:lll-!.. anl {_:H,':i]:..'
wanted o be able 1o have small dinners in from of
the fireplace.” Cowhide rugs and Murano lamps
further define the seating areas without distract-
ing from the strong echoing squares of a pair of
prints by Jason Salavon that hang above them.

Art i= not the only star in this meticulously
curated environment. The Bradshaws are vora-
cious readers, and Cecily organized their library-
worthy collection of books somewhat by room. The
“ladies” hedroom,” for example, contains fashion
monographs and fiction by female authors. The
master ledroom’s hiblio-foceus s on gardens, as 1
1“'!"|'||H|k!‘ I!|1r rnnnrtl I'II.“!]HE‘ I'H'II'I“'.

When the house was finished, the Bradshaws
gave a party Lo thank e Eryie who hod contrib=
uted to the project. Mike Pauling, the painter also
respansible for the splendid lacquerwork, asked if
he might give the 1'|.1u|:||r! soanEthing in returmn,
Robert recalls, “He then performed the st
beautiful violin =obe. We wers all 2o moved, and
that moment spoke volumes about our intent for
thiz houze—ithat il e filled with friends, o,
music, and bove,” O]
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