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Empty Distances
Tuesday, June 11,2013
Guest curator Caryn Coleman present a group exhibition featuring works by James Aldridge, Darren

Banks, Sean Higgins, Deborah Stratman, Alan Warburton, and a selection of episodes from "The Twilight Zone.'
Opens June 15 at Mark Moore Gallery.

'

Playing on Eugene Thacker's idea of horror as
the "paradoxical thought of the unthinkable," Coleman
has meticulously composed a show that illustrates the
visualization and simultaneous abstraction of the
unknown.

Through an assortment of drawings, paintings,
photographs, and videos, the artists in "Empty Distances"
delve into creative perceptions of "the void" — a nebulous
space that can refer to post-apocalyptic, pre-civilization,
or even psychological vacuity. These physical and mental
chasms are astutely manifested in James Aldridge's (UK)
Black Metal Theory-infused paintings and works on
paper — which contend with our societal reliance on
images to determine the natural world — as well as Darren
Banks' (UK) ink on paper "Blobs," which act as tropes for
the all-consuming fear of the unknown.

Similarly, Sean Higgins' (CA) manipulated
photographs assume intervening roles in the creation of
landscape and cosmic imagery, while Deborah Stratman's
(IL) black and white film, "...These Blazeing
Starrs!" (2011) depicts the macabre struggle for power
between mortality and catastrophe. In using technology to

visualize a true "world-without-us," Alan Warburton (UK)
animates the ghostly aesthetics of vacancy, using z-depth images to reference our cultural shortsightedness.
Finally, Coleman will present several episodes from the classic sci-fi television series, "The Twilight
Zone" (1959 — 1964) — created by Rod Serling. As an overarching depiction of fear and the unknown, the featured
episodes in Empty Distances best exemplify
Serling's cautionary narratives, which often
oscillate between the horrific and fantastic. Despite
being depicted as thrilling events in a parallel
universe, Serling's tales ultimately become
allegorical omens for our own impending realities; | i N = I III! } |
x o

perils for which we are often to blame.

Source: http://artweek.la/issue/june-10-2013/
article/empty-distances
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