by Andie Villafare

mark moore

“What Holds Up” fearures new
oil paintings by acclaimed New
Yort( artist Julie Heffernan.
:‘\boundins with complex detail,
Heffernan's six large canvases and
three small studies are a delight
for the senses. Her theatrical
paintings all bear “self-portrait”
in their rde, although they are
not meant as liveral self-portrais,
but rather vehicles for the artist
to tell a story. Heffernan refleces
upon  concerns  surrounding
feminism, gender, nml:hc:r[mn}{
and class. In her paintings, she
depicts a nude wearing an exag-
gerated headdress, ora Faneastical
skirt composed of animals, fruit
and foliage. The nymph, lady or
lad is always serene — rcg:m;lcss
of the medley of commotion
that constitutes the environ-
ment. Heffernan engages the
viewer with intriguing storylines
and uncanny compositions that
encompass portraiture, still life
and surrealism. She cross-refer-
ences centuries by painting in
the style of the old masters, while
encircling her subjects with ele-
ments from the modern world.
For inspiration, Heffernan uses
the practice of image streaming,
taking notes of the pictures that
fl er mind just chm:: sleep.
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2525 Michigan Ave. A-1 in Ber-
gamot Station, Santa Monica
90404. (310) 453-3031. www.
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