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The Modern’s Dirty Laundry

MoMA Queens Puts Its Detritus on Display

Jean Shin made ari aut of museum employees’ clothes, above; in “Humble Masterpieces,” top, a walfle
cone {first designed in 1896}, a Spanish lollipop (1958), a Band-Aid (1921} and a Bic pen (1950).

‘Humble Masterpieces’  Museom of Moders Arf Queens
‘Projects B1: bean Shin™ 4320 Il St o Gerens Rhal

By SARAH BOXER

Queens, or what? The curators are heading back to

Manhatton. And on their way oul it seems they

decided to sweep the clothes from their closets and
the objects from their desks and put them on display in
two small summer shows.

Ther exhibition of employees” clothes, “Projects 81:
Jenn 5hin," has two parts, a Inbric mural and a hanging

IE it spring cleaning at the Museum of Modern Art in

fuards,
oven its director, Glenn D, Lowry,

The show of ordinary objects, “Humble Master-
pieces,”” takes up o single case. Arranged in a grid under
glass are 122 things, inchuding a Bic pen, a paper clip, a
soda can with & stay-on pull-tab opener, & Durabexm
ashiight, a Bayer aspirin tablet, same Lego leces, a
Solo plastic coffes cup ld, a Ziploc bag, & Band-Add strip,
o roll of Scotch tape, & Durncell AA battery, a Swatch
watch, a safety pin, n Post-it note and o pile of M & M's.
The objects did not actually come from the stafl™s desk
drawers, Some are in the museum's design collection ;
others are being considered lor acquisition. And they
are i mint condition.

In contrast, the clothes that appear in *"Project §1°7
throujh the wringer. The curator, Eva

for clothes,

ironed the ing pleces, labels and all, to the two
facing walls trom the oot chock (o the galleries.
Tuulh&n%mlhﬂmlhmmm
which she postic calls “the seam skeletons,” into 4
messy dripping with cuffs and collars, and hasng it

garments, shading Into the dullhess of

the paleness of axtord cloth, Why =0 much black? The
art world wears black, she %0 *“n lot of people
y potnted out Mr. Law-

riped oocford.

"It i a portradt of the MoMA staff,” Ms. Respini
sabd, and it ks nbout "ihe impossibility of seamlesaness.
How so¥ “Wa are [n many locations, here in Queens and
In Manhattian This xpeaks to the fractured nanre of the
Bl ahe said 1t is an attempt o deal with tha"" How
has the stall responded? They are exclied aboutl the
show. She sakd they keep coming up to ber ta say, "1

1 wail o see my corduray shirt!™ And so the
begins,

At the opening of “Humble Masterpieces,” the
curntor, Pacla Antanelli, from the museum’s architec-
twure and design department, Indicated that she, ton, had
n public mission in mind. This show of ordinary souff,
she said, like "Ussful Objects,” on anmual series of
aherws Uit thes Museam of Modern Art started in the lnbe
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18K, I8 aboul “empiwering people.” She boped, she
waid, thal people would use the gues book 1o pominate
their own design masterpieces.

And nominabs they did. People named soma things
vy bramd, some (Rings by type and some 1hings that
aref't exactly (hings. Thers was: Vassline, Veler,
Pringlas chipa, s Polarold camera, Dixla pager plabes,
Meatle Rolos, Right Guard decsdocant, the Willle ball, H2
by Hummer, Duits condoms, Pampers.

And thore were wel wipes, rippers, dill chipa {dill
chipa?), T-shirts with logos, “'my pen, this paper,” o
inlding-clasp kmife, & vibrating food massager, “the
Bumble cotton Buod' (Uhat is, the CH6p), en all-in-one
winagar-and-oll botile, & Mour asher, & "girly girl" latex
Eloved, the laplop compudar, the celiphoas, 1he alarm
chacl, meaiuring tape, (ha sisnny day, e sea, ibe
stiletbo, ibe toldel seal, mascara, lipstick, Laminedsoe,
any window or doorknob, the shower, the sell-adhsaive
padded mailer, a homework doer, *'a self-ironing, drying
thang™ smd = wity not? = the girl nexi door

But most of all there wern drowisge The guost
Bl when checked in May, was being lled by ampow-
ared toonagern making their mark st the Msseum of
Modern Ar One thosdched an sxpert Holla Kifty, another
& jagmaw puszlo plecs. Dne drew B IC8 CYERM oone Witk
thres dipa, another desdled a lioa delecating. One plajyed
Elc-in-toe, another made 8 musical stafl. One scribbled
the sea with o shark®s fin sticking out. Another made &
uightt lins drawing of men's Y-front briefs. One drew =
bassball player wnbh on erection daing & handsisnd
Anailher skarched the moon smoking

In i an mocldend that the Museam of Modern Ar,
thas tnmpée of kigh modernsom, i simultanomsly show-
iy e lerwebyrorer eivibiticna of ardinary stuff jusi st the
eomend whes he museurn's palsings and scalpturos
are awalting shipment io Manhatian? Me Respini sald
shi didn't know aboul “Humbls Masisrpieces™ when
she stafed collecting clothes for the Jemn Shin show.
The museum's interdeparimental comfanications, hes
explaimed, are “'mot 5o good ' Acckdents willl happes. O



